Optimising Social Housing
Applications and Allocations Policy

Appendix 1 – Priority Bands
Urgent Band
Category
Welfare

Welfare

Medical

Criteria
Existing Council or Registered Provider tenants, who are require urgent
rehousing as a result of violence or threats of violence, including intimidated
witnesses and those escaping serious anti-social behaviour or domestic
violence.
Existing Council or Registered Provider tenants living in the borough of
Fareham who have property adaptations and no longer require them.
Where one or more of the following apply; the applicant, or a member of their
household has a condition that requires a move to more suitable or adapted
accommodation due to a life-limiting or life-threatening medical condition, to
give or receive a high level of care where it cannot currently be sustained in
the long term, or where the housing situation is a significant factor in serious
and sustained concerns relating to mental health, learning disabilities or
sensory medical conditions.
The move must be supported by medical evidence from the relevant
professional such as the applicant’s GP, Social Services or Occupational
Therapist.

Property

Existing Council or Registered Provider tenants living in the borough of
Fareham who are required to move in less than 6 months because their
home will be affected by demolition, redevelopment or major works and it’s
not possible for them to remain.

Armed Forces

Members of the Armed and Reserved Forces or Existing or former members
of the reserve forces, having left within 5 years, who are suffering from a
serious injury, illness, or disability which is wholly or partly attributable to their
service who have an imminent threat of homelessness or fall into one of the
categories above.

Armed Forces

Bereaved spouses or civil partners of those serving in the regular forces
where the bereaved spouse or civil partner has recently ceased, or will cease
to be entitled, to reside in Ministry of Defence accommodation following the
death of their service spouse or civil partner, and the death was wholly or
partly attributable to their service.
High Band

Category
Welfare

Criteria
Applicants with a local connection who are currently living in a Supported
Housing Scheme and it has been evidenced that there is a need for social
housing and that alternative housing options are unlikely to be successful.

The Council will have joint arrangements with the appropriate agency to
ensure that applicants are ready to live independently before they can be
considered for offers of accommodation.
An applicant who is a young person currently being cared for by Hampshire
County Council under the Children Act.
Welfare

Medical

The Council will have joint arrangements with the appropriate agency to
ensure that applicants are ready to live independently before they can be
considered for offers of accommodation.
Where one or more of the following apply; the applicant, or a member of their
household, requires a move to more suitable or adapted accommodation
due to a significant medical condition that restricts the ability to access
essential facilities and/or care (including the administering of care), or where
the housing situation is a significant factor in concerns relating to sensory
medical issues, mental health or learning disabilities.
The move must be supported by medical evidence from a relevant
professional such as the applicant’s GP, Social Services or Occupational
Therapist.

Property

Existing Council or Registered Provider tenants living in the borough of
Fareham who wish to downsize.

Property

Existing Council or Registered Provider tenants living in the borough of
Fareham requiring retirement living accommodation due to support needs.

Armed Forces

Divorced or separated spouses or civil partners of Armed Forces personnel
who are required to move out of accommodation provided by the MOD.

Property
(overcrowding)

Property
(Conditions)

A household living in accommodation lacking 2 bedrooms or more, where
the Council is satisfied that this is the most viable housing option available
and has not been contrived.
Owner occupiers will normally be assessed as being in a position to be able
to resolve their own housing issues and will only be awarded this priority in
exceptional circumstances.
A household living in a property that is in significant disrepair and it is
unreasonable for them to remain whilst remedial works are undertaken.
The applicant must have a legal right to occupy the accommodation in
question, it must be located within the borough of Fareham and the repair
issues must have occurred after the initial date of occupancy.
Medium Band

Category

Criteria
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Homelessness

Medical

Accepted homeless households owed a duty under S.193 of the Housing
Act (1996) and have been placed into bed and breakfast or any other form
of temporary accommodation, excluding private rented accommodation.
Where one or more of the following apply; the applicant, or a member of their
household, requires a move to more suitable or adapted accommodation
due to medical conditions where independence is restricted when accessing
essential facilities and/or care (including the administering of care) or where
the environment is aggravating sensory medical issues, mental health or
learning disabilities.
The move must be supported by medical evidence from the relevant
professional such as the applicant’s GP, Social Services or Occupational
Therapist.

Property
A household living in accommodation lacking 1 bedroom and the Council is
(Overcrowding) satisfied that no other option is viable.
Owner occupiers will normally be assessed as being in a position to be able
to resolve their own housing issues and will only be awarded this priority in
exceptional circumstances.
To avoid overcrowding by 1 bedroom and enable fostering or adopting
Property
where an agreement has been reached with Social Services and the
(Overcrowding) Housing Options Manager to provide permanent accommodation prior to
any placement.
Property
(Conditions)

Any other insanitary or unsatisfactory housing conditions where the
Council's Environmental Health department have confirmed that Category 1
hazards exist, and that remedial action is not able to be pursued.
This will include households where accommodation lacks facilities such as
cooking facilities, bathing facilities, a degree of warmth or other utility
supplies. It does not include households claiming to be without
accommodation.
Applicant must have a legal right to occupy the accommodation in question.
It must be located within the borough of Fareham and the repair issues must
have occurred after the date of occupancy.

Property
(Conditions)

A household with a dependent child and in rented accommodation where
facilities such as the bathroom or kitchen are shared with other households.
This does not include households placed into temporary accommodation by
the Council under Part 7 of the Housing Act (1996).
Low Band

Category
Welfare

Criteria
Right to move applicants who are existing tenants of other local authorities
living outside of the borough but have reasonable preference to move to
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Fareham for work and failure to do so would cause hardship to themselves
or others.
Work related reasons means that the applicant already has a job or an
apprenticeship within the borough or has a confirmed start date. The work
must be more than 16 hours a week and long-term (lasting more than 12
months). It does not include voluntary work.
Tenure

Tenure

Welfare

An applicant who has been assessed as owed a duty by the Council or who
is at risk of homelessness where is it likely that engagement can prevent or
relieve homelessness.
A person or household with no fixed address or otherwise living in unsettled
housing arrangements.
This will include households having to stay at various addresses or any other
accommodation that is regarded as unsettled.
Applicants with no local connection who are currently living in a Supported
Housing Scheme and it has been evidenced that there is a clear need for
social housing and that alternative housing options are unlikely to be
successful.
The Council will have joint arrangements with the appropriate agency to
ensure that applicants are ready to live independently before they can be
considered for offers of accommodation.

Tenure

Applicants who have deliberately worsened their housing situation in order
to gain an advantage on the housing register or who have been found
intentionally homeless.

Tenure

A person or household living in accommodation that is tied to their
employment and where this will come to an end within 6 months of the
application being approved.
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