Sent by email to: planningpolicy@fareham.gov.uk

08/12/2017

Dear Sir/ Madam
Response by the House Builders Federation to the Fareham Local Plan 2036
Thank you for consulting the Home Builders Federation (HBF) on the Local Plan. The
HBF is the principal representative body of the housebuilding industry in England and
Wales and our representations reflect the views of discussions with our membership of
national and multinational corporations through to regional developers and small local
housebuilders. Our members account for over 80% of all new housing built in England
and Wales in any one year.
Duty to Co-operate
There has clearly been a substantial level of co-operation through the Partnership for
Urban South Hampshire (PUSH). This partnership has provided a framework for the
establishment of housing needs and the identification of options for meeting this need.
However, whilst this is welcomed we are concerned that the current positon statement
published by the partnership expects there to be a shortfall of 6,300 dwellings in the
mainland authorities. This shortfall will need to be addressed by Fareham and the other
authorities in the PUSH area prior to the submission of the plan.
There is also potential for housing needs across the PUSH area to increase significantly
depending on the outcomes of the Government’s recent consultation “Planning for the
Right Homes in the right Places”. The Standard Methodology would see increases for
the majority of the LPAs in the PUSH area. Given that the majority of Local Planning
Authorities in the Housing Market Area (HMA) are currently reviewing their local plans
there may be a need to reconsider the current strategic position statement. At the very
least any plan that is adopted prior to the methodology being introduced will need to
have a clear mechanism for an early review in order to take account of any unmet
needs.
Housing needs
Whilst we are pleased that the Council is seeking meet the level of housing need
identified in the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) we are concerned that
the Council has not considered it appropriate to apply an uplift to take account of
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