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Dear Sir / Madam,
Planning consultation: Draft Fareham Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 25 October 2017 which was received by
Natural England on the same date. We welcome the opportunity to comment on the Draft Fareham
Local Plan.
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.
Policy NE 1 Landscape
We support Policy NE 1 Landscape to conserve and enhance the landscape within Fareham
Borough. Natural England advises that the Plan includes strategic policies to protect and enhance
valued landscapes, as well criteria based policies to guide development, as set out in the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The Local Plan’s policies and proposals should be informed
by National Character Areas (NCAs). NCAs divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each is
defined by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic
activity. These should be supplemented by a more detailed Landscape Character Assessment
(LCA) of the plan area and where relevant a Seascape Character Assessment. Such assessments
can assist in the selection of locations for development which involve the least harm to landscape
character and guide policies on the design of development.
Policy NE2 Biodiversity and Nature Conservation
We support policy NE2 which protects designated sites, sites of nature conservation value and
priority habitats and ensures proposals will not prejudice or result in the fragmentation of the
ecological network. We agree that development proposals should seek to provide opportunities to
incorporate biodiversity within the development. The Plan should also set out a strategic
approach, planning positively for the creation, protection, enhancement and management of
networks of biodiversity. There should be consideration of geodiversity conservation in terms of
any geological sites and features in the wider environment.

policies requiring a high standard of water efficiency and re-use should be adopted within the
Southern Water area. Consideration should be given to the use of grey water recycling, efficient
appliances and to include policies that encourage the wise use of water in conjunction with the
water companies.
It is noted that Policies D5 and D6 in the design chapter refer to Water Efficiency and Water
Resources. This approach is supported and we would recommend that the Local Plan includes a
holistic water environment policy that would provide a basis for the protection of the water
environment in its entirety with associated biodiversity gains.
Water Quality
Natural England and the Environment Agency have been working closely with the PUSH
authorities with regard to the Integrated Water Management Study for South Hampshire. The
purpose of this work is to provide a key strategic report to inform the preparation and soundness of
the PUSH local plans with regard to both the Habitat Regulations and the Water Framework
Directive.
The report is currently being finalised and has assessed the delivery of development growth in
relation to legislative and government policy requirements. The assessment has identified that
there is a gap in evidence and therefore some uncertainty with regard to achieving the full
development growth throughout the plan period. Review of additional evidence coming forward will
be necessary to ensure that growth in the later stages of the plan will not impact on the designated
sites.
We therefore recommend that Local Plan Authorities acknowledge that uncertainty remains,
continued joint working will be needed and that there may be a need for mitigation to accompany
development during the later stages of the PUSH plan period. This may require new development
to ensure it is ‘nutrient neutral’, which could be delivered via a Nutrient Management Plan (NMP).
At this stage, Natural England recommends that water quality issues are included within the local
plan HRA screening assessment for further examination. The PUSH Report will provide further
information in due course.
Air Quality
As you are aware, the Partnership for Urban South Hampshire (PUSH) has commissioned detailed
studies on the impacts of the new housing development on the air quality environment. It is noted
that the assessment work is currently on-going and that this issue is currently screened into the
Habitat Regulations Assessment for further examination in due course.
Access and rights or way
Natural England advises that the Plan should include policies to ensure protection and
enhancement of public rights of way and National Trails, as outlined in paragraph 75 of the NPPF.
Recognition should be given to the value of rights of way and access to the natural environment in
relation to health and wellbeing and links to the wider green infrastructure network. The plan
should seek to link existing rights of way where possible, and provides for new access
opportunities. The plan should avoid building on open space of public value as outlined in
paragraph 74 of the NPPF.

Agricultural Land and Soils
The Local Plan should give appropriate weight to the roles performed by the area’s soils. These
should be valued as a finite multi-functional resource which underpin our wellbeing and prosperity.
Decisions about development should take full account of the impact on soils, their intrinsic
character and the sustainability of the many ecosystem services they deliver. The plan should
safeguard the long term capability of best and most versatile agricultural land (Grades 1, 2 and 3a
in the Agricultural Land Classification) as a resource for the future. Natural England would advise
that a policy is included in the local plan to achieve this.
To assist in understanding agricultural land quality within the plan area and to safeguard ‘best and
most versatile’ agricultural land in line with paragraph 112 of the National Planning Policy
Framework, strategic scale Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) Maps are available. Natural
England also has an archive of more detailed ALC surveys for selected locations. Both these types
of data can be supplied digitally free of charge by contacting Natural England. Some of this data is
also available on the www.magic.gov.uk website. The planning authority should ensure that
sufficient site specific ALC survey data is available to inform plan making. New ALC surveys may
be required for sites allocated in the plan.
General
Paragraph 6.1.2 states that ‘Allocations which are retained from the DSP Plan (adopted June
2015) have already undergone HRA during preparation of that plan are not considered again in the
current HRA’. It is important to carry out a screening review of these sites to confirm if there is any
new evidence that changes the conclusions and requires further consideration. One example of
new evidence would be the forthcoming updated Solent Wader and Brent Goose Strategy and the
Bird Aware Definitive Strategy. For example, we would recommend that housing allocation 3119 is
reviewed in the HRA Assessment.
We would be very happy to comment further as the plan progresses. If you have any queries
relating to the detail in this letter please contact me on 07717 808691
Yours sincerely

Lead Advisor Solent
Dorset, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Team

